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ERC – EUROPEAN RESEARCH COUNCIL

ERC EXECUTIVE AGENCY (ERCEA)

implements the ERC strategy as set by the Scientific Council, and is in 

charge of the day to day grant administration

1) STARTING GRANTS

2) CONSOLIDATORS GRANTS

3) ADVANCED GRANTS

4) PROOF OF CONCEPT

5) SYNERGY GRANTS

https://erc.europa.eu/about-erc/erc-executive-agency-ercea


1) STARTING GRANTS

Early-career scientist who has already produced excellent 

supervised work, is ready to work independently and shows 

potential to be a research leader.

WHO? 
Researchers with 2-7 years of experience since 

completion of PhD

HOW MUCH? 
Starting Grants may be awarded up to € 1.5 million for a 

period of 5 years.



2) CONSOLIDATORS GRANTS

A scientist who wants to consolidate your independence by 

establishing a research team and continuing to develop a 

success career in Europe.

WHO? 
Researchers with 7-12 years of experience since 

completion of PhD

HOW MUCH? 
Starting Grants may be awarded up to € 2 million for a period 

of 5 years.



3) ADVANCED GRANTS

Exceptional leaders in terms of originality and significance of 

their research contributions.

WHO? 
Active researchers who have a track-record of significant 

research achievements in the last 10 years.

HOW MUCH? 
Starting Grants may be awarded up to € 2.5 million for a period 

of 5 years.



4) PROOF OF CONCEPT

For those who already received an ERC grant for their frontier 

research project and now want to explore the commercial or 

societal potential of their work.

WHO? 
All Principal Investigators in an ERC frontier research 

project, that is either on going or has ended less than 12 

months before 1 January 2020.

HOW MUCH? 
A lump sum of EUR 150 000.

(5 Reviews per proposal are compulsory; New evaluation criteria since 2020: 

very good, good, fail; 251 Submissions / 2019)



5) SYNERGY GRANTS

A group of two to maximum four Principal Investigators. PIs 

must present an early achievement track-record or a ten-

year track-record.

WHO? 
No specific eligibility criteria regarding the academic 

training. Proposals will be evaluated on the sole 

criterion of scientific excellence

HOW MUCH? 
Synergy Grants can be up to a maximum of € 10 million for 

a period of 6 years.



ETHICS UNDER ERC GRANTS

Specificities of ERC

✓ ERC has a dedicated team of ethics officers that work full time on ethics. These 

officers are in contact  with  the  researchers  to  help  them  to  address  the  ethics  

issues  before  and  after  the signature of the grant.

✓ Proposals where the ethics issues are well addressed can be cleared at pre-

screening level.

✓ After each panel meeting, the applicants receive a report with ethics requirements. 

The replies to these requirement are the basis for the next panel meeting.

✓ Whenever  possible,  sensitive  ethics  issues  are  tackled  before  the  signature  of  

the  grant,  if necessary through an ethics assessment.

✓ The ethics officers, not the ethics panel, decide when the ethics requirements must 

be fulfilled.



Thank you and bon courage!


